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is your responsibility to see that everything is
done properly." She then begged the commander
to be kind enough to place the Nayak's son on
the gadi and treat him as a feudatory.

When the commander walked in with Kasturi
and all this talk took place at the side of the
chieftain's corpse, Girijavve was there. She was
aware of only one fact all the time, that her
lord was dead. She felt interested in nothing
else. She was not thinking at the moment
whether her son should become chieftain or
some one else, or what should happen to her or
the principality in future. When her elder did
talk of this matter, it struck her that it was
inopportune. When her chief was lying dead,
and even before life had completely left the body,
what was this talk of making the son chieftain ?
Her heart was burning with the grief that her
brother had joined the Mahrattas and brought
ruin to the house that had fed him. When
Kasturi came and stood near her, she did not
look at him. The brother also kept, his head
down. The commander saw all this, and felt
that the elder queen's self-control and the younger
queen's devotion to her husband were each more
admirable than the other. Girijavve, it has been
said, was very beautiful. The commander noted
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